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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10, 11, 15, 16, 20, 21, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Weiss US Patent 6,071,190 in view of Byers et al US Patent 
5,788,509. The rejections contained in the previous office actions are relevant and 
incorporated herein. Weiss discloses all of the instant application without specifically 
disclosing how the various processing subsystems are connected such as the use of a 
motherboard with expansion slots and a serial UART. Weiss teaches a plurality of 
processors connected by a serial or parallel link or a motherboard with separate tasks 
performed whereby critical gaming functions may be partitioned from other functions by 
executing critical gaming functions on a separate dedicated processor and partitioning 
the devices hardware so that the functions not deemed critical which are stored or 
executed from alterable media are not capable of directly modifying the random access 
memory used by the critical gaming function. Further Weiss discloses in column 4 that 
any component required to be uniquely controlled by the critical gaming functions are 
preferably not accessible by other functions stored or executed from alterable media. 
Thus the non-alterable media containing the critical gaming functions is easily verifiable 
as to content independent of any function of the gaming device itself. In column 2 of 
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Weiss it is disclosed that a need exists for an independent secured processor design for 
validation which would provide all key functions such as the determination of game 
outcome, monetary input, output, and logging of relevant events. Furthermore, a need 
exists for an open architecture design, for example, a personal computer based design 
(with respect to claim 20) of the gaming device which would provide all shell functions of 
presenting the game environment and thus providing a substantial entertainment 
component of the gaming device. Weiss teaches that it is obvious to use a plurality of 
processing platforms constructed to be in communication with each other to provide 
security and be expandable for other gaming functions. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the teachings of Weiss 
to connect the various processing systems such as by using a personal computer based 
design. With respect to claim 10 please see figure 2, figure 6 and column 6, 11, and 12 
which disclose a housing 100, a plurality of user inputs, a display 50, a gaming 
processing subsystem is a secure processing area 60 which includes a processor board 
162 and a main board 164 which controls the display and sound generated connected 
by a bus to a back plane 166. Board 164 also encompasses the general computing 
subsystem and has a bus interface and an expansion board. The processor board 162, 
a main board 164 and the back plane 166 may be integrally or separately formed. The 
main board includes memory in the form of ROM and EEPROM which can be non- 
volatile memory as disclosed in column 1 1 . The use of PCI, ISA, VME, or AGP in order 
to connect peripherals to a bus are well known standards in the computing arts and will 
be treated as analogous interface protocols. With respect to claim 1 1 column 12 and 
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figure 7 disclose a second gaming processing subsystem board 252, furthermore, the 
first gaming processing subsystem board controls the one or more features as outlined 
above. With respect to claim 15, column 1 1 discloses serial interface for linking with a 
second processing area and figure 6 which discloses a back plane for connection to 
peripherals and a plurality of communication ports. With respect to claims 16, and 21- 
23 Weiss discloses in columns 1 1 and 12 that the main board 164 is connected to 
another board 162, in addition the main board has a random number generator 
associated with it, and the main board has a back plane 166 which is integrally or 
separately formed. The processor board also allows peripherals in the form of, for 
example, hard drives, CD ROMS, network interfaces, sound cards, and other desirable 
peripherals for game enhancement and patron entertainment. In an analogous 
invention to Byers et al teaches that it is known to attach to a motherboard Industry 
Standard Architecture (ISA) expansion cards that connect the computer electronics to 
the peripheral device. . With respect to claim 16 a PCI expansion card meets the 
definition of an ISA expansion card. Therefore, It would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have a pc computer with a motherboard 
capable of accepting cards using the motivation provided by Weiss that a computer 
backplane could be integrally or separately formed on the main board (motherboard) 
and that other desired peripherals for game enhancement and patron entertainment 
could be added to the main board. 
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Claims 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Weiss US Patent 6,071 ,190 in view of Byers et al US Patent 5,788,509 as applied 
to the claims above and further in view of Newtons Telecom Dictionary page 751 the 
definition of UART. Weiss and Byers discloses all of the instant application as disclosed 
above but lack in disclosing the specific use of a serial UART as disclosed in claims 22 
and 23. Instead Weiss discloses that the processor board also allows peripherals in the 
form of, for example, hard drives, CD ROMS, network interfaces, sound cards, and 
other desirable peripherals for game enhancement and patron entertainment. In this 
case it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a UART for game 
enhancement since Weiss already uses serial and parallel communications and the a 
UART would be used in order to simplifiy those communications which are already part 
of a communication port. 



Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M Hotaling II whose telephone number is 703 305 
0780. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Teresa Walberg can be reached on (703) 308-1327. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JOHN M.HOTAUNG, II 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



